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²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƻƪ 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǎǳƴƴȅ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǝƳŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ aƛΩƪƳŀǉ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǎǝƭƭ ǿŜ ŬƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊΦ 

L ŀƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ bŀǝƻƴ 
Ƙŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǊŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ  hǳǊ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ нΦнΣ ƎŀǳƎƛƴƎ 
ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
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Photo by Jerry MacQuarrie of Kippens, NL.  Taken near Bottom Brook.   

National Aboriginal Day is a day to celebrate the heritage,   

diverse cultures and outstanding achievements of First        

Nations, Inuit and Metis.  No longer just celebrated on June 21, 

activities and events have been planned in several communi-

ties across the province. 

Find out whatôs happening in your area for Aboriginal Day,   

local powwows, and other events all summer long by checking 

our events calendar here: http://qalipu.ca/events/ 

Please feel free to use this calendar to keep the indigenous 

community aware of the many events happening this summer 

and throughout the year.  Contact awhite@qalipu.ca to have 

your event posted. 

http://qalipu.ca/category/message-from-the-chief/
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In May, staff at the Outdoor Education Program in Gros 

Morne National Park welcomed its first groups of grade 

five students, their teachers and parent chaperones for 

the 2017 school year.  The two-and-a-half-day, camp-

based program, now in its 20th year, is an educational 

experience that meets classroom curriculum require-

ments, while students benefit from immersion in the great 

outdoors. 

Qalipu has been involved in the Outdoor Education     

Program since 2014 through the delivery of a cultural 

teaching module, and last year took on the enhanced role 

of coordinating the program in partnership with the    

Western Newfoundland and Labrador English School  

District and Parks Canada. 

Ralph Eldridge, Director of Service Qalipu, said, ñThe  

program was a natural fit for Qalipu as it aligns with our 

mandate to engage youth in learning opportunities. The 

fact that it takes place in an outdoor setting helps to    en-

grain a sense of importance of our natural world. It goes 

beyond the classroom, beyond the text book.ò 

Eldridge noted that the program is structured around   

seven modules that have children engaged in activities 

such as an archaeology dig, a night hike, painting, poetry 

writing, and exploration and appreciation of our natural 

environment.  Each of the modules corresponds with 

grade 5 curriculum outcomes. 

Michelle Matthews, Education Outreach Officer, hired by 

the Band to facilitate the program, works with children and 

teachers on the ground at Killdevil. She said, ñWhile help-

ing to coordinate this program, Qalipu will also continue to 

deliver one of the modules, Epsisiôtat Awiaôtat (Little Feet 

Travelling in a Circle).  The focus of the culturally based 

module centers on sustainability, history of the  aboriginal 

people in Newfoundland and Labrador, and how the 

Miôkmaq relied on mother earth to provide for the necessi-

ties of life. We will also continue to provide unique cultural 

experiences to students through participation in such 
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things as talking circles, drumming and singing. 

Future goals for the program include ensuring sustainability for 

generations to come, providing opportunities for schools in the 

central region to participate in the Killdevil program or offering 

a parallel program in that region, and integrating greater cul-

tural content within the existing teaching modules. 

For more information on getting your classroom involved in 

this opportunity, please contact Education Outreach      Officer 

Michelle Matthews at 634-3856 or by 

email mmatthews@qalipu.ca 

Maddy Melanson (St. Michaelôs Elementary) leads Claire Smith 

(Our Lady of Mercy Elementary).  This activity is part of a     

module that has children exploring nature using senses other 

than sight. 
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