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THANK YOU from STUDENTS ON ICE 
 

September 2019 
 
Dear team at the Assembly of First Nations NS/NL,  

 
We are very pleased to announce that the Students on Ice (SOI) 2019 Arctic Expedition was another great success! 
Together with 130 Canadian and international students and 94 educators and staff, this educational journey 
focused on five important overall themes: climate change, the Blue Economy, healthy communities, the Sustainable 
Development Goals, and ocean literacy and conservation. 
 

Each year, expedition students and staff travel to Ottawa, Canada to participate in SOI’s educational program.  For 
the fourth year in a row, SOI led an educational pre-program designed specifically for northern youth, Saavittut, 
which means ‘taking off/setting off from the shore’ in Inuktitut. Saavittut saw 45 students, from across the Arctic 
regions of Canada, Alaska and Greenland, learn and laugh together at Nunavut Sivuniksavut, a college program 
based in Ottawa for youth from the Canadian Arctic. Saavittut facilitates greater involvement, learning and 
connections with other students and staff and provides northern youth the opportunity to gain confidence and 
bond before joining the other expedition participants for the full SOI education program in Ottawa and on the 
expedition ship. 
 
SOI’s expedition launch event was held at the Canadian Museum of Nature and included performances by Inuit 
elder, educator and drum performer David Serkoak, and inspiring and encouraging words by guest speakers 
Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Canada; Inuit leader, Mary Simon; and President 
of ITK Natan Obed. Natan reminded students that the ship is a “safe space of learning, moving into the future and 
respecting Indigenous people and the environment.” We were delighted that so many inspirational leaders could 
help us celebrate the launch of the expedition. 
 

On July 25th, we flew from Ottawa to Kangerlussuaq, Greenland where participants boarded our floating classroom 
and home for the next two weeks, the MS Ocean Endeavour, and we set sail. Highlights of the journey include: 
paddleboarding and navigating traditional Baffin-style and handmade qajaqs (kayaks); arriving in Arctic Bay to join 
the Prime Minister of Canada and the President of the Qikiqtani Inuit Association for the official announcement 
protecting Tallurutiup Imanga, Canada's largest Marine Protected Area, and; listening, engaging and learning from 
our peers, teachers, and elders and participating in important dialogue related to our five themes. 
 

Throughout the journey, participants took part in a variety of workshops, presentations, hands-on research 
activities and exploration by Zodiacs and hikes on land and learned about a diverse range of topics such as climate 
change, art, music, politics and much more. Students engaged in experiential learning and by the end of their 
journey gained a better understanding of themselves, their future goals and the world around them.  
  
Thank you for sponsoring your students. They were exceptional team members and ambassadors.  They brought a 
positive attitude and a willingness to learn and grow in all components of the expedition. I have no doubt that they 
will go on to do great things. As we begin planning for our 2020 Arctic Expedition, we look forward in continuing 
this partnership with you in order to provide these life-changing opportunities to other Mi’Kmaq youth. 
 
With the support and generosity of the Assembly of First Nations NS/NL, these experiences were truly made 
possible. Thank you for making such a meaningful, generous and positive impact in the lives of youth and for 
contributing to the SOI program.  I hope you enjoy this report.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Geoff Green 
Founder and President 
 
 



 

 

STUDENT LETTERS & PHOTOS 
 

We can think of no better way of conveying the impact, gratitude and sense of what these 
students gained from their experiences than to share their thoughts, in their own words.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 



EXPEDITION SUMMARY

This expedition offered a unique and exciting opportunity for participating youth to become 
aware of, and engaged in, the present and future opportunities and challenges facing the 
circumpolar world.  Throughout our journey, students were continually encouraged to expand 
their knowledge, re-evaluate their global perspectives and become polar ambassadors. A truly 
diverse group of 130 students, and 94 educators, participated in, and contributed to, this year’s 
expedition program. 

● 100 high school students and 30 University/College students
● 81 female students, 47 male students and 2 students that identify otherwise
● 67 Indigenous students (just over 50%)

• 40 Inuit (38 from Canada, 2 from Greenland)
• 20 First Nations
• 3 Metis
• 1 First Nations & Metis
• 3 Northern Indigenous outside of Canada (Sámi from Sweden & Finland)

● All Canadian provinces and territories represented
● All circumpolar countries represented: Canada, U.S. (Alaska), Denmark (Greenland),

Norway, Sweden, Finland, Iceland, and Russia
● 20 nations represented: Canada, U.S., Denmark (Greenland), Norway, Sweden, Finland,

Iceland, Russia, England, France, Germany, Monaco, Northern Ireland, Switzerland,
Seychelles, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Peru, China and Hong Kong

2019 Arctic Expedition, Ilulissat Icefjord, Greenland 
Photo © Martin Lipman 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

The 2019 Arctic Expedition brought together an international team of scientists, artists, 
innovators, educators, explorers, historians, writers, elders, polar experts and, of course, 
students. Our program wove together elements of experiential, expeditionary, inquiry-based and 
place-based learning.  

Starting with a very ‘hands-on’ approach, SOI’s education program encouraged students to 
actively participate and develop critical thinking skills. Our expedition became a personal learning 
journey that included general knowledge building as well as the development of a relational 
understanding of the issues, opportunities and challenges presently facing the Polar Regions. In 
addition, our education program emphasized the importance of personal reflection on how each 
student might transfer their unique learning experience into their daily life post-expedition.  

Our education program included five areas of special focus: 1) Climate Change 
2) The Blue Economy 3) Healthy Communities 4) The Sustainable Development Goals 5) Ocean
Literacy and Conservation.

These focus areas were explored with students throughout the expedition in a variety of 
educational formats including presentations, Arctic Hour panel discussions, workshops, research 
projects, hands-on activities and small group seminars. By offering such a wide range of 
educational outlets, SOI provided all types of learners the opportunity to engage, reflect and 
translate their experiences to their own lives, ambitions and aspirations.  

Throughout the journey, students connected to the natural world, developed an understanding 
and respect for the planet, explored solutions to our most pressing challenges and inspired each 
other to take action!  



The 2019 ARCTIC EXPEDITION JOURNEY 

By sailing to the vast and vibrant Arctic region, our goal was to create transformative experiences 
with a diverse and exciting itinerary. A full itinerary, with details, summaries, photographs, videos 
and journals can be found on the SOI website. 

The expedition began in Ottawa, Ontario where students and staff met for the pre-expedition 
educational programming before flying to Kangerlussuaq, Greenland. Our expedition ship, the MS 
Ocean Endeavour, set sail on July 25th, exploring the western coast of Greenland, including the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site of the Ilulissat icefjord, crossing the Davis Strait and exploring the 
communities, coasts, fiords, bays and islands of the Canadian Arctic. 

Ottawa – Kangerlussuaq – Itilleq Fjord – Ilulissat – Uummannaq - Davis Strait towards Nunavut 
– Mittimatalik (Pond Inlet) – Sirmilik National Park - Inalugaarjuk (Coutts Inlet) – Ikpiarjuk

(Arctic Bay) – Taissumani (Cape Graham Moore) - Talluruti (Croker Bay) -  Qausuittuq
(Resolute) - Ottawa 

2019 Arctic Expedition, Disko Bay, 
Greenland Photo © Natta Summerky 

https://studentsonice.com/expedition/arctic-2019/follow-the-journey/


HIGHLIGHTS 

Each SOI expedition is unique.  While the students and staff that joined our expedition brought 
their own perspectives and interests, they also experienced their own highlights.  Below are 
some of the moments our 2019 team can’t stop talking about! 

Greenland 
● Eating, and learning about, various types of food including: mountain sorel, Greenlandic

cod, seaweed, and Arctic char
● Watching traditional Greenlandic drum dances and a mask dance performed by

Vivi Sørensen
● The ‘Q is for Qajaq’ program being run by ten-time Greenland National Kayaking

Champion, Maligiaq Padilla!
● Seeing humpback whales during an iceberg cruise in Disko Bay
● Crossing the Arctic Circle

Canada
● Polar bear, seal, and walrus sightings, in addition to migratory seabird colonies
● Participating in numerous on-board and shore-landing workshops including glaciology,

botany, oceanography, Inuit sewing and crafts, art, song writing, history and more
● The annual Polar Dip - jumping into the waters of Croker Bay
● Joining the Prime Minister of Canada and the President of the Qikiqtani Inuit Association

for the community celebration in Arctic Bay announcing the protection of Tallurutiup
Imanga, Canada's largest Marine Protected Area and one of the most ecologically
significant areas in the world

● Listening to stories by Inuit elders
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SOI’s ALUMNI PROGRAM

Post-expedition, all expedition participants join an active and ever-growing community of 3000 
students and staff from over 54 countries. Facilitated by the SOI Alumni Program this 
community as well as the expansive network of SOI partners, provides a space for mentorship, 
educational and networking opportunities. SOI’s Alumni Program aims to provide support for 
alumni in their lifelong trajectory of growth, development and global citizenship. This dedicated 
Alumni Program follows these key elements: 

● Support all participants in their post-expedition transition;
● Cultivate sustained networks and communities;
● Support leadership development;
● Build professional capacity; and
● Encourage service learning opportunities.

While SOI expeditions help to inspire youth to define career goals and pursue dreams, the 
Alumni Programs supports them in turning these goals and dreams into action.  Examples 
include: earning scholarships and research grants; forming global youth groups to tackle social 
and environmental issues; becoming globally-minded change makers and leaders; collaborating 
with partners, peers, and policy and decisions makers to protect and sustainably develop the 
Polar Regions and beyond; sharing their experiences through presentations, media, writing 
books and producing documentaries. 

The Alumni Program facilitates and supports all of this and more, including: 

MySOI online platform 
MySOI is the hub for all alumni communication. It provides a platform for the alumni community to 
build and maintain connections, access mentorship tools, share and learn about educational, 
professional, and funding opportunities, stay up to date with relevant news and events, and more. 

Additionally, MySOI provides alumni with access to specific resources, such as: 
● A presentation toolkit that provides alumni with tools to develop and give great

presentations about their experiences during their SOI expedition;
● A media toolkit that provides strategies and tools to generate attention from and engage

with media;
● A fundraising toolkit that offers guidance and tools for fundraising for projects and

initiatives;
● The Youth Engagement Guide, written for alumni, by alumni, to offer advice and guidance on

making the most of the post-expedition experience, including advocating for causes that are
important to them and taking care of their own well-being.



 

 
 
Youth Alumni Delegations 
Led by SOI, Youth Alumni Delegations offer selected alumni full or partial scholarships for conference 
participation with the following objectives:  

● Personal and professional development opportunities (including training, workshops and more) 
around conference themes; 

● Opportunities to connect and reconnect face-to-face with the SOI alumni community to build 
relationships for change-making around the world; and 

● Opportunities to meet a larger professional network and develop mentorship relationships. 
Delegations also provide youth perspective at events and conferences around the world and raise SOI’s 
profile as an organization dedicated to youth engagement and leadership opportunities.  
 
Alumni Council 
The Students on Ice Alumni Council is a group of alumni working for alumni. These passionate 
individuals are the bridge between the Alumni Program and the alumni community. They work to 
connect and reconnect alumni, to kindle engagement and collaboration, to share opportunities, and 
to provide support and mentorship. Additionally, each member works on a project that is based on 
their individual interests and passions, further supporting the goals and objectives of the Alumni 
Program and the Foundation.  
 
Alumni Chapters 
While the MySOI online portal is the way to stay in touch and exchange information, the Alumni 
Chapters create local events and other opportunities for building and maintaining personal 
connections. A volunteer Regional Coordinator manages each Alumni Chapter. 
 
The Climate Action Cohort (CAC) 
Funded by the Lawson Foundation, The CAC annually brings together 10 Canadian youth alumni to 
bridge the gaps between international policy and decision making, community action, and youth 
engagement. Through group retreats, independent project implementation and attendance at the 
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP), 
each cohort will learn about climate change policy, leadership and project development, and be 
empowered and supported in the design and implementation of community projects. 
 
SOI Microgrants 
The SOI Microgrant Program provides seed funding for alumni-led initiatives worldwide and enables 
youth to take inspiration and knowledge from their expedition experience to give back on a local and 
global level. Past projects have included conservation initiatives, cultural revitalization projects, youth 
leadership programs and more.  
  

https://studentsonice.com/programs/alumni-program/alumni-delegations/
https://studentsonice.com/programs/alumni-program/climate-action-cohort/
https://studentsonice.com/success-stories/impacts/


MEDIA and COMMUNICATIONS
The expedition website was live throughout the expedition, it featured professional photos and videos 
and included blogs written by students and staff drawing more than 130,000 visits to our website.  SOI 
also reached and engaged over 700,000 individuals through various social media channels over the 
course of the two-week journey. 

To view all Arctic 2019 content, explore the following links: 
Arctic 2019 Photo Gallery 
Arctic 2019 Video Gallery 
Arctic 2019 Blog Updates 

SOI maximized media exposure with a strategic outreach to local, national and international media 
outlets promoting the expedition via web, print, radio, and television.  Media coverage of students and 
staff is linked through the expedition website’s news portal. Several of the media outlets are listed 
below:  

Print Media and Website  
APTN National News 
CBC News 
Edmonton Journal 
Nunatsiaq News 
The Windsor Star 
Calgary Herald 
Calgary Sun 
The Journal Pioneer 
The Guardian (PEI) 
Chronicle Herald 
Cornwall Standard Freeholder 
Yahoo News Canada 
European Parliament Today 
Northern News Services 
KNR News Greenland 
Sermitsiaq AG 
ABC News Australia 
Belfast Telegraph 
Channel 3 News Memphis 

Radio 
CBC Metro Morning Toronto 
CBC Vancouver 
CBC Labrador Morning 
CBC North 
CBC New Brunswick 
CBC Prince Edward Island 
CBC Inuvik 
OK Radio (Nain) 
Radio-Canada  
ABC News Australia 

Television 
APTN National News 
CTV News Ottawa 
CTV Morning Live Ottawa 
Rogers TV 
CBC News 
Global News Halifax 
KNR News (Greenland) 
Channel 3 News Memphis 
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https://studentsonice.com/expedition/arctic-2019/follow-the-journey/photos-arctic-2019/
https://studentsonice.com/expedition/arctic-2019/follow-the-journey/videos/
https://studentsonice.com/expedition/arctic-2019/follow-the-journey/
https://studentsonice.com/expedition/arctic-2019/follow-the-journey/in-the-news-2019/


PARTNERS AND      SUPPORTERS
Students on Ice is dedicated to making its programs accessible to all high school and university 
students regardless of their socio-economic, cultural or geographic background. Without the 
financial and in-kind support we receive from individuals, foundations, corporations, 
government departments and organizations, we would not be able to offer the Arctic Expedition 
program. Our current Arctic Expedition partners include a large number of nationally and 
internationally respected organizations and individuals: 

1st Canadian Ranger Patrol Group  
Adventure Canada 
Air Borealis 
Air Inuit 
Alcoa Baie-Comeau Smelter Sustainable 

Communities Funds 
Ashbury College 
Assembly of First Nations, Nova Scotia and 

Newfoundland 
Atuqtuarvik Corporation  
Baffinland 
Beatrice Snyder Foundation  
Broadhead Brewing Company 
Calm Air 
Canada Goose  
Canada-UK Foundation 
Canadian Heritage 
Canadian Ice Service 
Canadian Museum of Nature  
Canadian Wildlife Service 
Clayoquot Biosphere Trust 
Conseil des écoles catholiques du Centre-Est 
Conseil des écoles publique de l’Est Ontario 
Crown Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs 

Canada 
Delegation of the European Union to Canada  
Don and Gretchen Ross  
Embarc Chicago 
Employment and Social Development Canada, Canada 

Service Corps 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
EVOQ Architecture 
Facebook  
First Air – The Airline of the North 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Glen de Vries 
Global Affairs Canada 
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 

Government of Nunavut  
Government of the Marshall Islands 
ICOM Canada 
Indigenous Services Canada 
Insurance Bureau of Canada 
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami  
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation  
Island Research & Education Initiative, Marshall 

Islands 
Jamie's Whaling Station 
JASCO Applied Sciences 
Judith Fisher and Keith Purchase 
Kakivak Association 
Kativik Ilisarniliriniq 
Kativik Regional Government 
Kativik School Board (Kativik Ilisarniliriniq Program) 
Kitikmeot Inuit Association 
Leacross Foundation 
Makivik Corporation 
Marine Institute 
Martin Bergmann Memorial Fund 
McCabe Family Scholarship 
McGill University, Office of First Nation and Inuit 

Education  
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of 

Canada (NSERC) 
Nawalakw Healing Society 
NCC Investment Group Inc. 
Nunatsiavut Government 
Nunatsiavut Harvesting Compensation Committee 
Nunavut Sivuniksavut 
Ocean's North 
Onakawana Education Fund 
Pacific Coastal Airlines 
Parks Canada 
Polar Knowledge Canada 
Power to Be 
Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation  



 

Qikiqtaaluk Corporation 
Qikiqtani Inuit Association  
Qqs Projects Society 
RBR Oceanographic Instruments 
Réserve mondiale de la biosphère Manicouagan 

Uapishka (RMBMU) 
Scotiabank 
Sea to Cedar 
Sherif Foundation 

Sony Canada 
Stantec 
Sven Lindblad  
Uncharted, Bruce and Vicki Heyman 
United States Embassy in Canada 
WWF Canada 
WWF Denmark/Greenland 
YMCA of Greater Vancouver 

  

  

2019 Arctic Expedition, Inalugaarjuk (Coutts Inlet), Nunavut. At the site of her former home, students 
listen to Pond Inlet Elder Ruth Sangoya tell of life in the remote settlement that existed here. 
Photo © Martin Lipman 
 
 



THANK YOU for your SUPPORT! 

Natural Heritage Campus | 1740 Pink Road | Gatineau, Quebec, Canada J9J 3N7 
t 819-827-3300 | tf 1-866-336-6423 | f 819-827-9951 

www.studentsonice.com 

2019 Arctic Expedition, Ilulissat Icefjord, Greenland 
Photo © Martin Lipman 
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