
April, 2015 Mawpmitaôjik Qalipuôk 

Mawpmitôjik Qalipuôk 
Pronunciation Ma be ta jik ðha le boo gee  

(The caribou are travelling together)  

MEET ME AT MAWIOôMI 

Mawioômi is about networking.  Meeting fifty new people at a vibrant 

evening social, trading business cards and hearing about local business-

es: Sandler Training Center, Overlay GIS Consulting, Sweetgrass 

Medical Inc., Stephenville Airport, Eye Catcher Security, Artlin Safety 

& Industrial, Buckingham Holdings, Safety Marketing, Amgwes    

Saftey Incé 

The business owners and operators   

present at Mawioômi represent so much 

evidence of the entrepreneurial spirit 

alive and thriving among Qalipu     

members and throughout our Province.  

Mawioômi is also about listening.    

Hearing from industry leads at work in 

our Province and asking questions about 

how we can be involved in the associat-

ed local opportunities: ExxonMobil, 

WorleyParsons, Valard Construction,  

ABB, Emera NL, ATCO Structures and 

Logistics, Nalcoré   

These are some of the industry players at work in our economy and 

their representatives shared a common message: Diversity is important 

to them.  They want Aboriginal representation on their workforce and 

they want to do business with Aboriginal companies. 

This year marked Qalipuôs fourth annual Mawioômi business forum, an 

event that aims to facilitate connections between aboriginal entrepre-

neurs, member-owned business and industry officials.  It was clear to 

see by the crowded room, the positive stories shared, and the repeat 

participation from business owners and industry leads, that this wonôt 

be the last. 

Take a look on page 2-3 for a story on this yearôs event and some       

pictures of all the action.  If you or your business missed out on this 

great event, be sure to register with the Qalipu Business Network and 

stay in the loop among local Aboriginal businesses. 
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Making his point: 

Mawioômi lead and      

Director of Service      

Qalipu, Ralph Eldridge  

Photo by Qalipu member Megan Webb 



The Days Inn in Stephenville was the site for        

Qalipuôs fourth annual Aboriginal Business Forum, 

Mawioômi, held on March 26, 2015.  The forumôs  

intent was to facilitate connections between           

aboriginal entrepreneurs, member -owned business 

and industry officials.  More than 80 business    

owners, project leads and other delegates turned out 

for the event.  

Ralph Eldridge, Director of Service Qalipu, said that 

this yearôs line-up of presenters, which included  

project leads from Hebron, ABB, Valard               

Construction, Emera NL, Nalcor, and ATCO      

Structures &   Logistics, made for an informative and    

interesting day. 

ñWe got to know some new businesses as well as   

receive updates that expanded on information 

shared at past forums.  The project update from 

Frank Maher, Benefits and Supplier Development 

Coordinator for ExxonMobil on the Hebron Project, 

for instance.  Itôs amazing to see the scope of work 

being done in our province, something you could  

really feel with the time -lapsed video Maher shared.  

It compressed three yearsô worth of work on the Bull 

Arm and Deep Water Site,ò Eldridge said. 

Eldridge went on to say that much of the                 

information being shared was geared at showing 

members and member owned businesses the         

particulars of how to get involved with some of the 

work being done in the province and, who to contact 

for more information.  

Cheryl Hillier, business owner of Safety Marketing in 

Bishops Falls and recent winner of the Business 
Woman of the Year Award for the Exploits Region, 

was a third time Mawioômi delegate at this yearôs 

event.  She said that the Forum has always been    
enjoyable and, in addition to being an excellent way 

to network with other business owners to share    
ideas and support, the information she has taken 

away from the Forum has also helped her business 

to   progress. 
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(L-R) From MCIQ Eugene Savard and Pat Bavis;                        

From Emera NL Ken Meade and Heidi Kirby  

(L-R) Marlene Farrell Qalipu Cultural Foundation  

Director and Roberta Bellows, President of Benoitôs 

Cove Native Womenôs Association 

A full house for project update from Ken Meade,     

Director Environment and Aboriginal Affairs,         

Emera NL 
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ñI met contacts last year who provided details on the          

advantage of having WE Connect International and CAMSC 

Certification.ò She said, ñIt was through meeting the right 

contact at Mawioômi that I was able to access a scholarship 

from the Hebron Project Supplier Diversity Program in      

order to pursue it and, today, I can proudly say that my  

business has those certifications.  It changes the whole    

conversation when Iôm making a call looking to do business.  

When I say that I have We Connect and CAMSC, the        

conversation changes and there is a higher level of interest.ò 

Brendan Sheppard, Chief of the Qalipu Miôkmaq First       

Nation, was on hand for the event and addressed the          

audience on the importance of partnerships, both for Qalipu 

and for small and medium enterprises.   

Addressing partners and potential partners in the room,  

Chief Sheppard said, ñdevelopment that happens hand in 

hand with environmental stewardship, in consultation and 

collaboration with special interest groups like ours, and is 

respectful of our communities, thatôs a strong element of 

what is motivating us to seek partnerships in big projects.  

We want to be there, to remind industry that this place is 

special, and to ensure that development is inclusive and   

sustainable.ò 
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Frank Maher of ExxonMobil gives an    

update on the Hebron Project 

Qalipu Chief Brendan Sheppard talks with young entrepreneur J.C. 

Bennett, owner and operator of the Dreamcatcher Lodge in         

Stephenville 

Bob Crane, Manager Aboriginal Business 

Development, ATCO  

Taking it all in, Qalipu Senior Policy        

Analyst Deidre Hutchings  


